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gradually rounded themselves off into complete castes, neither
eating nor marrying with any beyond the pale.

We can thus make out an analogy between the process of
the formation of-a tribe and that of some of the religious
castes. It has been already said that a wild tribe seems to
grow out of a collection of recruits from the settled communi-
ties, who either from necessity or a love of adventure join
together under some notable leader. So likewise in the
spiritual world a sect often begins with a gathering of
venturesome thinkers or enthusiasts, who leave the trodden
paths of religion and set up for themselves with a few fol-
lowers ; to whom sometimes repair outcasts, persons excom-
municate, publicans and sinners, and other such who have
good reasons for quitting the caste-circle in which they were
born. In Northern India there are several of these purely
sectarian castes whose origin can be historically traced back
to a famous personage, often a good fighter as well as preacher,
who is now the semi-divine head- centre of the caste* Within
at least one of these castes the idea of affinity has woven during
the last three or four centuries a wonderful network of sepa-
rate groups, deriving from, the various clans, castes, or families
of the proselytes who at sundry times and in divers places liave
joined the sect. - These perfect specimens of the development
of a caste from a sect are not common; there are many petty
sects which, although more or less insulated by their peculiar
doctrine, never attain the scale of a caste, and which seem to
owe their low development to the obscurity of their founder,
probably some casual outcaste. It will be understood that a
Hindu who, having broken the rules of his caste, is dismissed
beyond the rim of his outer circle, finds himself altogether at
sea, with no social anchorage whatever. He has neither
nationality, tribe, clan, caste, nor family; he is literally in an
indescribable condition. The best resource for a religious
outsider of this sort, who does not take to *e the Irjlfe of
the robbers," is to start a religion of hi& own, aad to get
others to join him. If he be of the mystic turn of mind,
he can have a call, and can turn the flank of orthodoxy by
opening out direct intercourse with a god; he can show a new*